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Memorandum of Grievance (MOG)  received by 
Office of General Counsel (OGC)   4-202(a)

Copy of MOG served on Respondent   4-202(b)

Respondent served with Notice of Investigation
4-204.1 and 4-204.2

Report to Investigative Panel   4-203(a)

Screened by OGC   4-202(c)

DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES

Investigation by member of the Investigative Panel;
Response and rebuttal from lawyer and complainant

4-203(a), 4-204 and 4-204.3

Refers 
Case to Fee
Arbitration

4-202(c) and 4-
204(a)

Dismisses
Complaint

4-202(c) and 4-
204(a)

Request Supreme
Court to impose

Interim
Suspension;

Failure to Respond
4-204.3(d)

Finds Probable
Cause:  Request

Supreme Court to
Impose Emergency

Suspension
4-108

Finds Probable
Cause:  

File 
Notice of 
Discipline

4-208.1

Finds Probable
Cause:  

Refer Case to OGC
For Prosecution

4-204.4

*Finds Probable
Cause:  

Issues Panel
Reprimand
or Letter of
Admonition
if accepted

4-205 — 4-207

Case Closed
4-207

Case Closed
4-202(c) and 4-

204(a)

Case Closed
4-219

Filing with Supreme Court of Georgia

Interim Suspension
(failure to respond

to investigation)
4-204.3(d)

Respondent Served
with Petition for Interim

Suspension
4-204.3(d)

Supreme Court may
enter Order of Interim

Suspension
4-204.3(d)(2)

Reinstatement
(disciplinary case

continues)
4-204.3(d)(3)

Emergency Suspension
(conduct posing substantial
threat of harm to the public)

4-108

Special Master Cases 
(Supreme Court appoints 
Special Master)   4-209

Respondent served
with Formal Complaint (answer

due - 30 days)
4-211 & 4-212

Evidentiary Hearing 
(90 days following answer)

4-213

Special Master’s Report 
to Supreme Court (due 
30 days after hearing)

4-217

Supreme Court enters Final
Order   4-219

Court takes
such action
as it deems
appropriate
4-208.1 and
4-208.2(h)

Notice of
Discipine

(filed with Court
and served on
Respondent)
4-208.1 and 

4-208.2

Notice
becomes final

unless rejected
by Respondent

4-208.1 and
4-208.3

Either party may
request review by

Review Panel
(within 30 days of
Special Master’s

Report)
4-217 & 4-218

Petition served on
Respondent; 

Special Master appointed
by Court

4-108(c) - (e)

Special Master Report to
Supreme Court (Report due

20 days after hearing)
4-108(g)

Supreme Court Enters
Order of Emergency

Suspension (disciplinary
case continues)

4-108(g)

Evidentiary hearing within
15 days
4-108(f)

* May be rejected by Respondent – case proceeds.

Review Panel 
makes

recommen-
dations to

Supreme Court   
4-218
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