
OPEN FORMAL
COMPLAINT

FILE

FILE ASSIGNED
TO OFFICE OF

GENERAL COUNSEL
INVESTIGATOR OR
TO LOCAL GRIE-
VANCE COMMITTEE
INVESTIGATOR

8 LOCAL GRIEVA-
NCE COMMITTEES

REPORT OF
INVESTIGATION

TO
DISCIPLINARY
COMMISSION

4 MEMBERS
ALL ATTORNEYS

DISMISSAL BY
OFFICE OF
GENERAL
COUNSEL

COMPLAINANT MAY
REQUEST RECON-
SIDERATION

NO FURTHER
APPEAL

NO PROBABLE
CAUSE

DISMISSAL

CONFIDENTIAL

PRIVATE
REPRIMAND

NOT PUBLISHED HEARING
BEFORE

DISCIPLINARY
BOARD PANEL

BOARD CAN
IMPOSE PRIVATE
REPRIMAND TO
DISBARMENT

5 DISCIPLINARY
BOARD PANELS
PANEL CONSIST
OF 4 LAWYERS,
1 NONLAWYER, 
& 1 HEARING 

OFFICER

APPEAL TO
THE SUPREME
COURT OF
ALABAMA

FINAL DECISION
PUBLIC UPON
PUBLICATION

REQUEST
RECONSIDERATION
UPON SUBMISSION
OF ADDITIONAL

EVIDENCE

SECOUND REVIEW
BY DISCIPLINARY

COMMISSION

ALABAMA
INTAKE

COMPLAINTS
AGAINST ALL
ATTORNEYS/
ANY FORM

OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL
GENERAL COUNSEL

3 ASSISTANT GENERAL COUNSEL
3 INVESTIGATOR/PARALEGAL

5 SUPPORT STAFF
14,600 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED

1,514 COMPLAINTS
HEARING BEFORE
DISCIPLINARY
BOARD WITHIN

7 DAYS

PUBLIC REPRI-
MAND W/O GE-
NERAL PUBLI-
CATION- READ IN
OPEN SESSION/AD
IN ALABAMA LAWYER

PUBLIC REPRI-
MAND WITH GE-
NERAL PUBLI-
CATION- READ IN
OPEN SESSION/AD
IN ALABAMA LAWYER
& LOCAL NEWSPAPER

FORMAL CHAR-
GES TO BE
DRAFTED BY

THE OFFICE OF
GENERAL
COUNSEL

INTERIM
SUSPENSION

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

APPEAL TO
THE

DISCIPLINARY
BOARD OF
APPEALS

(5 LAWYERS)



ALASKA

ACCEPTED FOR
INVESTIGATION

ALLEGATIONS
THAT WARRANT
INVESTIGATION

DESCRIBED,
IF TRUE, WOULD
BE A DISCIPLI-
NARY VIOLATION

INTAKE
WRITTEN, OTHER

SOURCES

NOT
ACCEPTED

UNDER
INVESTIGATION

DISMISSAL
BY BAR COUNSEL

CAN BE APPEALED
BY COMPLAINANT

HEARING

PANEL OF 3
(2 ATTORNEYS &
1 LAY PERSON)

FROM AREA
DIVISIONS

CLEAR AND
CONVINCING

- DISMISSAL
- RECOMMEND TO
DISCIPLINARY

BOARD:
PUBLIC REPRIMAND

CENSURE
PROBATION
SUSPENSION
DISBARMENT

APPROVAL

DISCIPLINARY
BOARD

(BOARD OF
GOVERNORS)
12 PEOPLE

(9 ATTORNEYS &
3 LAY PEOPLE)

DISMISS
PUBLIC REPRIMAND

RECOMEND:
SUSPENSION OR
DISBARMENT
PROBATION

PUBLIC CENSURE

APPEAL

ALASKA
SUPREME COURT

DISMISS

MUST APPROVE ANY
SUSPENSION
DISBARMENT
PROBATION

PUBLIC CENSURE

PETITION FOR
HEARING

APPROVED BY
BOARD DISCIPLI-

NE LIAISON

PRIVATE
REPRIMAND

IN PERSON BY
DISCIPLINARY
BOARD WITH
ATTORNEY'S
CONSENT

PRIVATE
ADMONITION

WRITTEN, APPRO-
VED BY AREA DI-
VISION MEMBER
(A MEMBER OF

LOCAL DISTRICT
COMMITTEE)
MAY REJECT

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

BAR COUNSEL
2 ASSISTANT BAR COUNSEL

1 INVESTIGATOR
3,693 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED
2,787 ATTORNEYS ACTIVE

177 COMPLAINTS

STIPULATED
DISICPLINE
APPROVED BY
DISCIPLINARY

BOARD

COMMISSION
ON JUDICIAL
CONDUCT



COMPLAINT

REVIEW BY
COMPLAINTS
MANAGER

3 STAFF ATTORNEYS
2 SUPPORT STAFF

7,581 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED
2,326 COMPLAINTS

HEARING
3 BENCHERS

RESULTS:
DISMISSAL

REPRIMAND W/FINE
SUSPENSION
DISBARMENT

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

BENCHERS (7)

COURT OF APPEALS
(3 JUDGES)

OPEN COURT
ALL REMEDIES &

SANCTIONS
AVAILABLE

ALBERTA

DISMISSAL

REFERRED TO
MEDIATION

REVIEWED BY
3-PERSON
PANEL OF
CONDUCT

COMMITTEE



ARIZONA

INQUIRY DOES
NOT MEET
THRESHOLD

FOR SCREENING
INVESTIGATION

PUT INTO
SCREENING FOR

FULL
INVESTIGATION

IF
ALLEGATION

WOULD
CONSTITUTE
MISCONDUCT

DISMISSAL

DISMISSAL
BY BAR COUNSEL

SUBJECT TO 
COMPLAINANT'S

RIGHT OF
APPEAL TO

PROBABLE CAUSE
PANELIST

FORMAL
COMPLAINT

OR

CONSENT
AGREEMENT

INFORMAL
REPRIMAND,
PROBATION,
RESTITUTION,

COSTS, AND STAY

ISSUED BY 
PROBABLE CAUSE

PANELIST

SUBJECT TO
RESPONDENT'S
RIGHT TO

REQUEST FORMAL
PROCEEDINGS

DIVERSION

ORDER ISSUED BY 
PROBABLE

CAUSE PANELIST
(SUBJECT TO
RESPONDENT'S
RIGHT TO

REQUEST FORMAL
PROCEEDINGS)

HEARING

HELD BEFORE
HEARING
OFFICER

CLEAR AND
CONVINCING
EVIDENCE
STANDARD

SUPREME COURT
OF ARIZONA

PETITION
FOR REVIEW

NO APPEAL

FINAL JUDGMENT
AND ORDER

APPEAL TO
DISCIPLINARY 
COMMISSION

(6 ATTORNEYS,
3 PUBLIC MEMBERS)

DISMISSAL;
DIVERSION;

INFORMAL REPRIMAND;
PROBATION;

RESTITUTION; COSTS;
FINAL ORDER
IF NO APPEAL

RECOMMENDATION
FOR CENSURE,
SUSPENSION OR
DISBARMENT

REFERRAL TO
ANOTHER STATE
BAR PROGRAM;

FEE
ARBITRATION;
PEER REVIEW

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

CHIEF BAR COUNSEL
1 DEPUTY CHIEF

1 GENERAL COUNSEL
5 SENIOR BAR COUNSEL
6 STAFF BAR COUNSEL

1 UPL LAWYER
1 ETHICS COUNSEL

6 LEGAL SECRETARIES
2 CLERICAL STAFF
2 INVESTIGATORS
1.5 PARALEGALS

1.5 TRUST ACCOUNT AUDITOR
1 RECORDS MANAGER

18,376 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED
6,814 ATTORNEY CONSUMER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM INQUIRIES

2,306 WRITTEN COMPLAINTS

ATTORNEY
CONSUMER
ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM

(INQUIRIES
FROM PUBLIC)

ISSUES
RESOLVED
BETWEEN

RESPONDENT &
COMPLAINANT

EARLY
RESOLUTION
PROGRAM

Written inquiry
makes allegations

of minor
misconduct; If
resolution can
not be reached
moves on to
screening

PROBABLE
CAUSE
ORDER

45
days

180
days



ARKANSAS

NON-JUDICIAL
COMPLAINT

JUDICIAL
COMPLAINT

DISMISS
WITHOUT

INVESTIGATION
OR WITH

ATTORNEY-
CLIENT
LETTER

GRIEVANCE
INVESTIGATION

DISMISSAL

FORMAL
COMPLAINT

BALLOT VOTE
BASED ON PAPERS
TO COMMITTEE ON
PROFESSIONAL

CONDUCT
(5 ATTORNEYS &
2 NON-LAWYERS)

INITIATE
DISBARMENT
PROCEEDINGS

POSSIBLE
NON-DISBARMENT

SANCTIONS:

NON-PUBLIC WARNING

PUBLIC SANCTIONS
CAUTION

REPRIMAND
SUSPENSION
(UP TO 5 
YEARS)

ASSIGNED SPECIAL
TRIAL JUDGE
RECOMMENDS A

SANCTION
AVAILABLE TO
COMMITTEE

PANEL
OR

DISBARMENT

ATTORNEY
REJECTS

PANEL BALLOT
VOTE DECISION

COMMITTEE
PANEL HEARING
(DIFFERENT

PANEL)

DE NOVO
PUBLIC HEARING

ALL APPEALS
AND

INITIATION OF
DISBARMENT
PROCEEDINGS

(RARE)

SUPREME COURT
(7 JUDGES)

DISBAR

OR

OTHER SANCTIONS

BAR COUNSEL
3 ASSISTANT BAR COUNSEL

1 INVESTIGATOR
0 LAW CLERKS

8,500 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED
1,000 COMPLAINTS

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL



CALIFORNIAPUBLIC
INQUIRY

VIA HOTLINE
INTAKE
WRITTEN

COMPLAINT,
OTHER
SOURCES

DOCKET

A REVIEW
BY BAR
ATTORNEY

- 
COMP-
LAINT
ANALYST

NO VIOLATION
CLOSED

COMPLAINANT
MAY DECIDE
FOR OTHER
OPTIONS

SUCH AS: FEE
ARBITRATION

ALTERNATIVE
DISPUTE

RESOLUTION
DISCIPLINE
MEDIATION
PROGRAM

CLOSE

INFORMAL
CONFIDENTIAL
RESOLUTION:
- DIRECTORIAL

LETTER
- WARNING 
LETTER

- ADMONITION
- AGREEMENT
IN LIEU OF
DISCIPLINE

INVESTIGATION

ENFORCEMENT
UNIT

INVESTIGATOR
AND BAR

PROSECUTOR
CONFIDENTIALITY
MAY BE WAIVED
BY CHIEF TRIAL
COUNSEL OR

THE STATE BAR
PRESIDENT

DISCIPLINARY
CHARGES

DISMISS

TRIAL

STATE BAR COURT

HEARING JUDGE

THE RULES OF
EVIDENCE IN CI-
VIL PROCEEDINGS

WRITTEN DECISION

APPEAL

STATE BAR
COURT'S REVIEW
DEPARTMENT

APPEAL

STATE SUPREME
COURT

MAY REVIEW ALL
DECISIONS

MUST APPROVE
SUSPENSION OR
DISBARMENT

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

CHIEF TRIAL COUNSEL
DEPUTY CHIEF TRIAL COUNSEL

5 ASSISTANT CHIEF TRIAL COUNSEL
12 SENIOR TRIAL COUNSEL
45 DEPUTY TRIAL COUNSEL

200,186 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED
149,024 ACTIVE
42,473 INACTIVE
1,894 JUDGES

6,795 NOT ENTITLED TO PRACTICE
14,031 COMPLAINTS

POSSIBLE
SETTLEMENT
PRIOR TO A 
TRIAL AND
POSSIBLE

STIPULATION

STIPULATION APPROVAL



COLORADO

CENTRAL INTAKE

DISMISS

IF MEET CRITERIA,
DIVERSION

TO
MEDIATION,

FEE ARBITRATION,
PRACTICE MONITOR,
ETHICS SCHOOL,
LAWYER HEALTH
PROGRAM, CLE

30 STAFF MEMBERS
(INCL. ATTORNEYS & SUPPORT STAFF)
20,817 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED (ACTIVE)

4,270 COMPLAINTS

INVESTIGATION

ATTORNEY
REGULATION
COMMITTEE

TRIAL

PRESIDING
DISCIPLINARY
JUDGE AND TWO
HEARING PANEL

MEMBERS

DISMISS,
REMAND FOR
LETTER OF
ADMONITION,

PRIVATE CENSURE,
PUBLIC CENSURE,
SUSPENSION,

DISBAR (8 YEARS),
DISABILITY, IN-
ACTIVE STATUS,

DIVERSION

APPEAL OF RIGHT
(OF FINAL
DECISION)

COLORADO
SUPREME COURT

7 MEMBERS

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL



INTAKE

CONNECTICUT

STATEWIDE BAR
COUNSEL SCREEN
WITH ATTORNEY
MEMBER AND LAY
MEMBER OF STATE-
WIDE GRIEVANCE
COMMITTEE (SGC)

DISMISS
COMPLAINT
- APPEAL TO
SUBCOMMITTEE

AFFIRM DISMISSAL OR 
ACCEPT COMPLAINT

ACCEPT
COMPLAINT

GRIEVANCE
PANEL

PROBABLE CAUSE

SUBCOMMITTEE
HEARING

PROBABLE
CAUSE

DISMISS;
REPRIMAND;
PRESENTMENT
TO COURT;
CONDITIONS
ON PRACTICE

SGC REVIEW

AT
RESPONDENT'S

REQUEST

APPEAL

STATE
APPELLATE
COURT

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

DISMISS

ACTING STATEWIDE BAR COUNSEL
6 ASSISTANT BAR COUNSEL

1 INVESTIGATOR
5 SUPPORT STAFF

32,823 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED
1,311 COMPLAINTS



DELAWARE

PRELIMINARY
REVIEW

COMMITTEE
11 VOLUNTEER 
MEMBERS, MEETS

MONTHLY
PANELS OF THREE - 
2 ATTORNEYS AND
1 NON-ATTORNEY

EVIDENTIARY
STANDARD

PROBABLE CAUSE

WRITTEN
COMPLAINT, OR
OTHER SOURCE,

"ANY
INFORMATION"
FROM WHATEVER

SOURCE

DISMISSAL

(MAY INCLUDE
WARNINGS

AND/OR OTHER
CONDITIONS)

OFFICE OF
DISCIPLINARY

COUNSEL

APPROVE FORMAL
CHARGES

"PETITION FOR
DISCIPLINE"

BOARD ON
PROFESSIONAL
RESPONSIBILITY

17 VOLUNTEER MEMBERS;
PANELS OF 3 (2 ATTORNEYS

AND 1 NON-ATTORNEY)

EVIDENTIARY
STANDARD: CLEAR
AND CONVINCING

MAKE FINDINGS OF
FACT AND RULE
VIOLATIONS;

MAKE RECOMMENDATION
OF SANCTION

DELAWARE
SUPREME
COURT

5 JUSTICES

OPINION/ORDER

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

OFFER
PRIVATE

ADMONITION
OR PRIVATE

PROBATION WITH
OR WITHOUT
CONDITIONS

IF REJECTED
BY RESPONDENT
PETITION FILED

WITH BPR

DISMISSAL

PUBLIC
OPINION/ORDER
PUBLISHED

CHIEF BAR COUNSEL
3 ASSISTANT BAR COUNSEL
1 FULL-TIME SECRETARY
1 PART-TIME SECRETARY

3,100 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED
500 WRITTEN COMPLAINTS
500 TELEPHONIC INQUIRIES



TO SUBMIT
RECOMEN-
DATION*

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

DOCKET

INTAKE
ALL SOURCES

PETITION

APPROVED BY
CONTACT
MEMBER

HEARING

HEARING
COMMITTEE
3 MEMBERS

2 ATTORNEYS
1 PUBLIC MEMBER

CLEAR AND
CONVINCING
EVIDENTIARY
STANDARD

APPEAL

BY EITHER PARTY
AS OF RIGHT
BOARD ON

PROFESSIONAL
RESPONSIBILITY

9 MEMBERS
7 ATTORNEYS

2 PUBLIC MEMBERS

MAY ORDER:
INFORMAL

ADMONITION
OR REPRIMAND

OR MAY RECOMEND
COURT SANCTION

APPEAL
BY EITHER PARTY

AS OF RIGHT
DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA

COURT OF APPEALS

3 JUDGE PANELS

9 JUDGES

DISBARMENT
SUSPENSION

PUBLIC CENSURE
REPRIMAND

INFORMAL ADMONI-
TION

PROBATION
RESTITUTION

DISMISSAL

APPROVED BY
CONTACT
MEMBER

INFORMAL
ADMONITION

APPROVED BY
CONTACT MEMBER

CJA

UNDOCKETED

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

90
DAYS

60 DAYS
TO ISSUE
REPORT*

DIVERSION

FOR RELATIVELY
MINOR

MISCONDUCT;
APPROVED BY
BOARD MEMBER

REJECTION AS OF
RIGHT BY

RESPONDENT

* GUIDELINE ONLY;
NO CONSEQENCES FOR

MISSING DATE

BAR COUNSEL
3 SENIOR ASSISTANT BAR COUNSEL

7 ASSISTANT BAR COUNSEL
1 STAFF ATTORNEY
1 INVESTIGATOR
11 LAW CLERKS
1 CASE MANAGER

1 OFFICE MANAGER
5 LEGAL SECRETARIES

1 RECEPTIONIST
79,383 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED

1,116 COMPLAINTS



FLORIDA

INVESTIGATION

SUMMARY
DISPOSITION
AVAILABLE IF
NO VIOLATION

OR NOT
WARRANTING
DISCIPLINE

INTAKE
(WRITTEN)

DIVERSION TO
REMEDIAL PRO-
GRAM (PUBLIC
IF ACCEPTED)

GRIEVANCE
COMMITTEE
PROCESS

PROBABLE
CAUSE

TO TRIAL
STAGE

TRIAL STAGE

JUDICIAL
OFFICER AS
REFEREE

CLEAR AND
CONVINCING
EVIDENCE
STANDARD

BOARD OF
GOVERNORS
DECISION
TO APPEAL

REPORT OF
MINOR

MISCONDUCT
ADMONITION

REJECTED

DISMISSAL,
INCLUDING
LETTER OF
ADVICE

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

INTAKE
(TELEPHONE)

REFERRAL TO
MEDIATION
NOT PUBLIC
UNLESS

DISCIPLINE
FILE PUBLIC

DISMISSAL

SUPREME
COURT
REVIEW

DIVERSION
ADMONISHMENT

PUBLIC
REPRIMAND
SUSPENSION
DISBARMENT

DISCIPLINARY
RESIGNATION
PROBATION
MEDIATION

INFORMAL
RESOLUTION

33 STAFF ATTORNEYS
23 HOURLY INVESTIGATORS
75,912 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED

8,820 COMPLAINTS



GRIEVANCE

DISMISS
COMPLAINT

REFER CASE TO
ARBITRATION

INVESTIGATIVE
PANEL REPORT

PROBABLE
CAUSE

FAILURE TO RESPOND

REQUEST INTERIM
SUSPENSION FROM 
GEORGIA SUPREME

COURT

REQUEST EMERGENCY
SUSPENSION FROM
GEORGIA SUPREME

COURT

NOTICE OF
DISCIPLINE

FINAL UNLESS
RESPONDENT REJECTS

PANEL REPRIMAND
OR LETTER OF
ADMONITION

REFER CASE FOR
PROSECUTION

EVIDENTIARY
HEARING

SPECIAL MASTER
APPOINTED BY
SUPREME COURT

FOR PROSECUTIONS,
EITHER PARTY MAY
REQUEST REVIEW BY

REVIEW PANEL

GEORGIA SUPREME
COURT ISSUES
FINAL ORDER

8 ATTORNEYS
2 PARALEGALS

4 LEGAL SECRETARIES
1 INVESTIGATOR
1 RECEPTIONIST

28,474 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED (ACTIVE)
2,472 COMPLAINTS

GEORGIASHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL



HAWAI'I

DOCKET
IF ETHICAL

VIOLATION OR
DISCIPLINE

LIKELY

INTAKE
WRITTEN,

OTHER SOURCES

PUBLIC
90 DAYS AFTER SERVICE OF
PETITION UNLESS EXTENSION

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

PETITION FOR
DISCIPLINE
APPROVED BY ONE

MEMBER OF
DISCIPLINARY BOARD

FILED
W/DISCIPLINARY

BOARD

HEARING
HEARING OFFICER

OR
HEAR. COMMITTEE

3 MEMBERS
3 ATTORNEYS OR

2 ATTORNEYS + 1 NON
ATTORNEY

87 MEMBER "POOL"
APPOINTED BY

DISCIPLINARY BOARD

CLEAR AND
CONVINCING

APPEAL
DISCIPLINARY

BOARD

18 MEMBERS
12 ATTORNEYS

6 NON-ATTORNEYS
APPOINTED BY

SUPREME COURT FROM
COURT'S NOMINATING

COMMITTEE

PUBLIC REPRIMAND
(RESPONDENT OR ODC

CAN REJECT)
PRIVATE REPRIMAND
(RESPONDENT OR ODC

CAN REJECT)
INFORMAL ADMMONITION
(RESPONDENT CANNOT

REJECT)
CONDITIONS ON
DISCIPLINE

SUPREME COURT
OF HAWAI'I

5 MEMBERS

DISBARMENT
SUSPENSION

PUBLIC CENSURE
CONDITIONS ON
DISCIPLINE

DISMISSAL/MINOR
MISCONDUCT
PROGRAM

(LETTER OF CAUTION)
APPROVED BY ONE

MEMBER OF
DISCIPLINARY BOARD

INFORMAL
ADMONITION

APPROVED BY ONE
MEMBER OF

DISCIPLINARY BOARD
IF REJECTED; FILE

PETITION

"MEDIATION"

REVIEW
"PENDING"

(Not confidential
if based on crim-
inal conviction)

NO ACTION

FULL STIPULATION
(BY-PASS HEARING)

CHIEF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL
4 ASSISTANT DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL

2 CONTRACT ATTORNEYS
1 INVESTIGATOR
2 PARALEGALS

6,675 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED
606 COMPLAINTS



IDAHO

INTAKE
WRITTEN COMPLAINT
AND OTHER SOURCES

OPEN A COMPLAINT
FILE

PROBABLE CAUSE

-DISMISS

-REFER TO FEE
ARBITRATION

-APPEALABLE

DISMISSAL

APPEALABLE

FORMAL CHARGES
FILED

BOARD APPROVAL
OF PROBABLE

CAUSE

INFORMAL
ADMONITION;
PRIVATE

REPRIMAND;
PROBATION NOT

LIMITING LICENSE;
RESTITUTION

APPEALABLE

HEARING
COMMITTEE OF
PROFESSIONAL
CONDUCT BOARD

CLEAR AND
CONVINCING

PUBLIC REPRIMAND
NOT AUTOMATICALLY
CONSIDERED BY

COURT

APPEAL OR
RECONSIDERATION

SUPREME COURT
OF IDAHO

DE NOVO REVIEW

PUBLIC CENSURE;
PROBATION

LIMITING LICENSE;
SUSPENSION;
DISBARMENT

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

BAR COUNSEL
DEPUTY BAR COUNSEL
2 INVESTIGATORS

2 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANTS
4,500 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED
400-500 WRITTEN COMPLAINTS



ILLINOIS
DOCKET

ALL
COMP-
LAINTS

INTAKE
STAFF

PUBLIC
WHEN RESPONDENT

SERVED WITH COMPLAINT

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

COMPLAINT

APPROVED BY
INQUIRY BOARD
FOUR 3 MEMBERS

PANELS

SUFFICIENT
EVIDENCE TO

WARRANT FILLING
OF COMPLAINT

HEARING
HEARING PANEL
2 ATTORNEYS

1 NON-ATTORNEY
HEARING BOARD
95 MEMBERS
(27 CHAIRS,
35 LAWYER,

33 NON-LAWYER)

CLEAR AND
CONVINCING

HEARING PANEL MAY
REPRIMAND OR

AUTHORIZE CONSENT
SUBMISSION TO COURT;
REPORT IN CONTESTED

CASE SUBMITTED
DIRECTLY TO COURT
IF NO APPEAL.

APPEAL BY RIGHT

REVIEW BOARD
9 ATTORNEYS SIT
IN 3 MEMBER

ROTATING PANELS

REVIEW PANEL MAY
REPRIMAND OR

AUTHORIZE CONSENT
SUBMISSION TO COURT;

HEARING REPORT
BYPASSES REVIEW
WHEN NO APPEAL

SOUGHT.

APPEAL BY LEAVE

SUPREME COURT
OF ILLINOIS

7 JUDGES

CENSURE
PROBATION
SUSPENSION
DISBARMENT

NO
MISCONDUCT

CLOSURE BY
ADMINISTRATOR
OR INQUIRY

PANEL

WARNING LETTERS
FROM EITHER

ADMINISTRATOR
OR INQUIRY

PANEL

DISCIPLINARY INFORMATION

CHIEF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL
1 DEPUTY DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL

1 CHIEF COUNSEL
1 DIRECTOR OF ADMIN. SERVICES
1 CLIENT PROTECTOR COUNSEL
1 ADMINISTRATIVE COUNSEL
36 ASSISTANT BAR COUNSEL

4 LAW CLERKS
11 INVESTIGATORS
14.5 PARALEGALS

78,101 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED
6,125 COMPLAINTS

ADJUDICATION COUNSEL

Adjudication Counsel for the Hearing Board
1  Supervisory Counsel, Adjudication Services

2  Adjudication Staff Counsel
4  Adjudication Contract Counsel

Adjudication Counsel for the Review Board
4  Adjudication Contract Counsel

LITIGATION
STAFF



INDIANA

DOCKET FOR
FURTHER

INVESTIGATION
AND DISCIPLINA-
RY COMMISSION

REVIEW
REASONABLE

CAUSE

INTAKE
WRITTEN SWORN
GRIEVANCE ON
APPROVED FORM

OR
SELF-INITIATED

FROM OTHER
SOURCES

DISMISS W/O
INVESTIGATION
BY EXECUTIVE
SECRETARY

NO SUBSTANTIAL
QUESTION OF MIS-
CONDUCT; APPROVAL
OF DISCIPLINARY

COMMISSION

FILE OPENED FOR
INVESTIGATION

REASONABLE
CAUSE

TO BELIEVE THAT
RESPONDENT

GUILTY OF MIS-
CONDUCT WHICH
WOULD WARRANT
DISCIPLINARY

ACTION

HEARING
HEARING OFFICER
APPOINTED BY
SUPREME COURT

FOR CASE

AGREEMENT FOR DIS-
CIPLINE; SUBMIT TO
SUPREME COURT AFTER
APPROVAL BY DISCI-
PLINARY COMMISSION

REPORT OF HEARING
OFFICER OF FACTUAL
FINDINGS AND CON-
CLUSIONS OF LAW TO

SUPREME COURT

CLEAR & CONVINCING

SUPREME COURT
OF INDIANA

DE NOVO

DISMISS
PRIVATE REPRIMAND
(EXISTANCE PUBLIC,
CONTENT PRIVATE)

SUSPENSION WITH OR
WITHOUT AUTOMATIC
REINSTATEMENT
DISBARMENT
(PERMANENT)

RESIGNATION WITH
CHARGES PENDING -
ELIGIBLE TO SEEK

REINSATEMENT AFTER
5 YEARS

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

DISMISSAL

NO REASONABLE
CAUSE

PRIVATE
ADMINISTRATIVE

REPRIMAND
(EXISTANCE PUB-
LIC; CONTENT

PRIVATE)
IF RESPONDENT

ACCEPTS

SUBJECT TO REV-
IEW AND REJEC-
TION BY SUPREME

COURT

8.5 ASSISTANT BAR COUNSEL
3 PART-TIME LAW CLERKS
1 ATTORNEY INVESTIGATOR

1 NON-ATTORNEY INVESTIGATOR
15,182 ACTIVE ATTORNEYS
2,062 INACTIVE ATTORNEYS

1,626 COMPLAINTS

DISCIPLINARY COMMISSION
9 MEMBERS APPOINTED BY

SUPREME COURT

DISMISS AFTER
INVESTIGATION
BY EXECUTIVE
SECRETARY

NO REASONABLE CAUSE
APPROVAL OF DISCI-
PLINARY COMMISSION



IOWA

PENDING
COMPLAINT

ALL ARE REVIEWED
BY SUPREME

COURT
BOARD OF

PROFESSIONAL
ETHICS AND
CONDUCT

INTAKE

SIGNED AND
ACKNOWLEDGED
IN WRITING

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

DISMISS

APPROVED BY
BOARD

HEARING*
PANEL OF
GRIEVANCE
COMMISSION
5 MEMBERS, 20%
LAY PEOPLE

COMMISSION - 94
MEMBERS

CLEAR AND
CONVINCING

*COMPLAINANT CAN
BRING ACTION IN

DISTRICT COURT AS A
CIVIL ACTON FOR 

DISCIPLINE

APPEAL

SUPREME COURT
OF IOWA

DE NOVO
9 JUDGES

REVOCATION
SUSPENSION
PUBLIC

REPRIMAND
ADMONITION

PUBLIC
IF RECOMENDED

PUBLIC DISCIPLINE

FILE A
COMPLAINT

WITH GRIEVANCE
COMMISSION

APPROVED BY
BOARD

PUBLIC 
REPRIMAND

REJECT

PRIVATE
ADMONITION
APPROVED BY

BOARD
RESPONDENT CAN TAKE
 EXCEPTION REVIEWED

 BY THE BOARD
IF THEY APPROVE -

- NO APPEAL

ADMINISTRATOR
SPECIAL ETHICS COUNSEL (P/T)

3 BAR COUNSEL
7,800 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED

1,225 COMPLAINTS



KANSAS

DOCKET

INTAKE
WRITTEN,

OTHER SOURCES
INFORMAL

INVESTIGATION

DISMISS AS
MERITLESS OR
FRIVOLOUS ON

FACE

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

INVESTIGATION

URBAN-LOCAL
GRIEVANCE
COMMITTEE

OR
STATEWIDE
GRIEVANCE
COMMITTEE

OR
ASSIGN TO ANY
ATTORNEY OR
IN-HOUSE

INVESTIGATOR

FORMAL
COMPLAINT

APPROVED BY
REVIEW

COMMITTEE
(3 MEMBERS)

PROBABLE CAUSE
DETERMINATION

HEARING
PANEL HEARING
3 ATTORNEYS

(2 ATTYS FROM 
BOARD OF

DISCIPLINE,
1 ATTY AT LARGE

BOARD OF
DISCIPLINE = 20

ATTORNEYS)

CLEAR AND
CONVINCING

DECIDES FACTS
& VIOLATIONS,
RECOMMENDS
SANCTIONS

SUPREME COURT
OF KANSAS

7 JUDGES

-DISBAR
-SUSPEND

-PUBLIC CENSURE
-INFORMAL
ADMONITION
-PROBATION

DISMISSAL

APPROVED BY
REVIEW

COMMITTEE

INFORMAL
ADMONITION

APPROVED BY
REVIEW

COMMITTEE

BAR COUNSEL
4 ASSISTANT BAR COUNSEL

1 LAW CLERK
2 INVESTIGATORS

13,000 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED
955 COMPLAINTS

60
DAYS



KENTUCKY

OPEN FILE

APPEARS NOT TO
BE FRIVOLOUS
ON ITS FACE

INTAKE
WRITTEN, VERIFIED
COMPLAINT, OR
NEWSPAPER,

ANONYMOUS SOURCE
OR COURT OPINION
BY PERMISSION
OF INQUIRY
COMMISSION

DISMISS AS
FRIVOLOUS BY
CHAIRMEN OF
INQUIRY

COMMISSION
REFER TO
CLIENT

ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

CHARGE ISSUED*

PANEL OF
3 MEMBERS:

2 ATTORNEYS,
1 LAYPERSON

EVIDENTIARY
HEARING BY

TRIAL
COMMISSIONER
APPOINTED BY 

KENTUCKY
SUPREME COURT

PREPONDERANCE OF
EVIDENCE,

ADVISORY REPORT OF
FACTS ESTABLISHED
AND RECOMMENDED

SANCTION

REVIEW OF TRIAL
COMMISSIONER'S

REPORT**
FULL BOARD OF
GOVERNORS

(BRIEF + ARGUMENT)
17 MEMBERS PLUS
4 LAYPERSONS

ROLL - CALL VOTE
RE: GUILT OR

INNOCENCE; IF GUILTY
RECOMMENDED PENALTY
ADVISORY ONLY; ALL
CASES GO TO COURT

KENTUCKY
SUPREME COURT
(BRIEF, POSSIBLE

ARGUMENT); 7 MEMBER
COURT IS THE ULTI-
MATE FACT-FINDER 
AND ARBITRATOR OF

PENALTY;
DISBAR, SUSPEND
WITH CONDITIONS,
PUBLIC REPRIMAND,
PRIVATE REPRIMAND

DISMISS

(AFTER
INVESTIGATION)

PANEL OF
3 MEMBERS:

2 ATTORNEYS,
1 LAYPERSON

PRIVATE ADMONITION
FOR MINOR OR TECH-
NICAL VIOLATION
3 MEMBER PANEL:
2 ATTORNEYS,
1 LAYPERSON;

RESPONDENT CAN REJECT
PRIVATE ADMONITION AND
REQUEST THAT A CHARGE 

ISSUE

*Inquiry Commission may dismiss, reconsider or amend
a charge upon motion anytime prior to evidentiary
hearing. Only cases which result in the imposition
of public discipline are published, but Supreme

Court occasionally overrides its own rule and orders
non-publication, or limits access to the case file
to matters contained in published opinion only,

thereby closing the file. Negotiated dispositions
require approval of Chair of the Inquiry Commission

and President of KBA, if less that resignation
under terms of disbarment.

** Not confidential past 60 days following the filing
& service of a finding that public discipline

is merited.

CHIEF BAR COUNSEL
6 DEPUTY BAR COUNSEL

3 PARALEGAL
14,272 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED
514 COMPLAINTS PENDING

PUBLIC AFTER COURT
ORDERS PUBLIC
DISCIPLINE



LOUISIANA

COMPLAINT

REASONABLE
SUSPICION

THAT
A VIOLATION

OCCURED

INQUIRY

INTAKE
WRITTEN,

OTHER SOURCES

90
DAYS

FORMAL CHARGES

APPROVAL BY
HEARING PANEL

CHAIR

TRIAL

HEARING

2 ATTORNEYS
1 LAY PERSON

CLEAR AND
CONVINCING

FORWARD

APPEAL

DISCIPLINARY
BOARD

PUBLIC REPRIMAND
PROBATION

SUPREME COURT
OF LOUISIANA

7 MEMBERS

DISBARMENT
SUSPENSION

ADMONITION

REJECT

DISMISSAL

APPROVAL BY
HEARING PANEL

CHAIR

COMPLAINANT
MAY APPEAL

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

GENERAL FILES
(CPRO GENERAL)

CONSENT
TO DISCIPLINE

CHIEF BAR COUNSEL
9 ASSISTANT BAR COUNSEL

4 INVESTIGATORS
19,707 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED

3,234 COMPLAINTS



MAINE

DOCKET
A FORMAL
COMPLAINT

FACTS ALLEGED
ON FACE OF

COMPLAINT IF
TRUE WOULD BE
A VIOLATION
OF THE CODE

INTAKE
WRITTEN,

OTHER SOURCES

60-90
DAYS

PETITION
AUTHORIZED BY 3
PERSON REVIEW
PANEL; THEN
HEARD BY

HEARING PANEL
OF GRIEVANCE
COMMISSION

2 ATTORNEYS
1 LAY PERSON

PUBLIC HEARING

3 MEMBER
GRIEVANCE

PANEL
- 2 ATTORNEYS
- 1 LAY PERSON

PROBABLE CAUSE

DISMISSAL;
DISMISSAL WITH
WARNING (NOT
DISCIPLINE);
REPRIMAND; OR
RECOMMEND COURT

HEARING FOR
SUSPENSION/
DISBARMENT

HEARING

SINGLE JUSTICE
OF SUPREME COURT

DE NOVO

PREPONDERANCE OF
THE EVIDENCE

DISBARMENT;
SUSPENSION;
REPRIMAND; OR

DISMISSAL

APPEAL

MAINE
LAW COURT

7-1=6 MEMBERS
(ABSENT SINGLE
JUSTICE THAT
HEARD CASE)

DISMISSAL
AFTER REVIEW

BY
3 MEMBER PANEL

GRIEVANCE
COMMISSION

2 ATTORNEYS
1 LAY PERSON

DISMISSAL
WITH WARNING

PRIVATE AND
NOT DISCIPLINE
3 MEMBER PANEL
ATTORNEY MAY
REJECT +

ASK FOR PUBLIC
HEARING

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

BAR COUNSEL
FILE; MAY BE
DISMISSED BY
BAR COUNSEL
W/ OR W/O

INVESTIGATION
RIGHT TO

REQUEST REVIEW
OF DISMISSAL

(REVIEW BY LAY
MEMBER OF BOARD

OR GC)

BAR COUNSEL
2 ASSISTANT BAR COUNSEL
4,700 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED

450 COMPLAINTS



MARYLAND

INVESTIGATION

RECOMMENDATION
BY COMMISSION

DISMISS

MARYLAND COURT
OF APPEALS

7 JUDGES

PEER REVIEW
PANEL

(At least 3 members,
At least 1 Non-Lawyer)

Non-Adversarial

Substantial basis and
reason to believe
lawyer committed

professional misconduct

APPROVED BY COMMISSION

DISMISSAL

DIVERSION

REPRIMAND

STATEMENT OF
CHARGES

TRIAL

CIRCUIT COURT
JUDGE

CLEAR AND
CONVINCING
EVIDENCE

BAR COUNSEL
DEPUTY BAR COUNSEL

8 ASSISTANT BAR COUNSEL
6 INVESTIGATORS
2 PARALEGALS

31,934 ATTORNEYS
2,095 COMPLAINTS

COMPLAINT



MASSACHUSETTS

DOCKET

"B" FILE 
IF ALLE-
GATION
APPEARS
MINOR

"C" FILE 
IF ALLE-
GATION
APPEARS
GRAVE

INTAKE

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

PUBLIC UNLESS
IMPOUNDED BY

BOARD OR COURT

HEARING

3 MEMBER PANEL
FROM HOME
DISTRICT

(MAY INCLUDE
1 NON-LAWYER)

OR SINGLE
HEARING OFFICER

PREPONDERANCE
OF EVIDENCE

APPEAL
BOARD OF BAR
OVERSEERS OR
ASSIGN TO
3 MEMBER

PANEL OF BOARD

BRIEFS & ORAL
ARGUMENT

DISMISSAL
ADMONITION

PUBLIC REPRIMAND
INFORMATION TO

SJC FOR 
SUSPENSION OR 

DISBARMENT

SUPREME
JUDICIAL COURT

(SINGLE JUSTICE)

-REMAND TO BOARD
TO:

DISMISS
ADMONITION

PUBLIC REPRIMAND
-SUSPENSION
-DISBARMENT
-RESERVE & 

REPORT TO FULL 
COURT

SUPREME
JUDICIAL COURT

(FULL COURT)

ALL
DISPOSITIONS
AVAILABLE

ADMONITION

APPROVED BY
BOARD MEMBER

 MAY REFUSE +
REQUEST HEARING

CLOSED

"B" FILE BY
BAR COUNSEL

"C" FILE BY
BOARD MEMBER

FORMAL
PROSECUTION

APPROVED BY
BOARD MEMBER

RIGHT OF APPEAL
TO BOARD CHAIR

PUBLIC DISCIPLINE
BY CONSENT

APPROVED BY FULL BOARD
INFORMATION TO SJC
FOR SUSPENSION OR

DISBARMENT

BAR COUNSEL
18 ASSISTANT BAR COUNSEL

17 INVESTIGATORS
1-2 LAW CLERKS

57,000 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED
6,000 INQUIRIES

1,200 INVESTIGATIONS



MICHIGAN

OPEN REQUEST
FOR

INVESTIGATION
FILE

CLEARLY RECITE
SOME MISCONDUCT

INTAKE
WRITTEN,

OTHER SOURCES

ADMINISTRATOR
DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR

12 ATTORNEYS
1 OR 2 LAW CLERKS
4 INVESTIGATORS

36,000 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED
3,700 COMPLAINTS

FORMAL
COMPLAINT

APPROVED BY
ATTORNEY
GRIEVANCE
COMMISSION

HEARING

HEARING PANEL
3 ATTORNEYS

APPOINTED BY ADB

PREPONDERANCE

ISSUES ORDER
OF DISCIPLINE:
REVOCATION
SUSPENSION
PROBATION
DISMISSAL

HEARS:
PETITIONS FOR
REINSTATEMENT

PETITION FOR
INACTIVE STATUS
(INCAPACITY)

APPEAL

(BY RIGHT)

ATTORNEY
DISCIPLINARY

BOARD

9 MEMBERS:
6 ATTORNEYS
3 LAY PEOPLE

REVOCATION
SUSPENSION
REPRIMAND
PROBATION
DISMISSAL

APPEAL

(BY LEAVE
GRANTED)

MICHIGAN
SUPREME COURT

7 MEMBERS

REVOCATION
SUSPENSION
REPRIMAND
PROBATION
DISMISSAL

FORMAL
ADMONITION

APPROVED BY
ATTORNEY
GRIEVANCE
COMMISSION

REJECTED

CLOSED

APPROVED BY
ATTORNEY
GRIEVANCE
COMMISSION

9 MEMBERS:
6 ATTORNEYS
3 LAY PERSONS

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

REJECTED
UPON RECEIPT
AND REVIEW

56 DAYS
BY COURT
RULE



COMPLAINT

INVESTIGATION BY
OLPR OR

DISTRICT ETHICS
COMMITTEE

DISMISSAL

SYSTEM PERMITS
APPEAL BY

COMPLAINANT TO
LAWYERS BOARD

MEMBER

PROBATION BY
STIPULATION

DISMISSAL

ADMONITION

CHARGES

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

BOARD PANEL

ADMONITION
DISMISSAL
PETITION

REFEREE TRIAL

AFTER REFERRAL
FROM MINNESOTA
SUPREME COURT

MINNESOTA
SUPREME COURT

DISBARMENT
SUSPENSION
PROBATION
REPRIMAND
ADMONITION

9 STAFF ATTORNEYS
1 LAW CLERK

32,470 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED
25,029 ACTIVE ATTORNEYS

1,147 COMPLAINTS

MINNESOTA



MISSISSIPPI

DOCKET

INTAKE

WRITTEN, NEWSPAPER
WITH APPROVAL OF

COMMITTEE ON
PROFESSIONAL

RESPONSIBILITY

FAST TRACK
DISMISSAL

APPROVED BY 3
MEMBERS OF 6

ON COMMITTEE ON
PROFESSIONAL
RESPONSIBILITY

60 DAYS FORMAL
COMPLAINT

APPROVED BY CPR

TRIAL
COMPLAINT
TRIBUNAL

1 SITTING JUDGE
2 PRIVATE
ATTORNEYS
-DISBAR
-SUSPEND
-PUBLIC
REPRIMAND
-PRIVATE
REPRIMAND

CLEAR AND
CONVINCING

APPEAL

SUPREME COURT
OF MISSISSIPPI

DE NOVO ON
RECORD

9 JUDGES

3 ATTORNEYS
1 PARALEGAL

1 LEGAL ASSISTANT (P.T.)
9,200 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED
7,000 ATTORNEYS ACTIVE

530 COMPLAINTS

DISMISSAL

APPROVED BY
COMMITTEE ON
PROFESSIONAL
RESPONSIBILITY

(CPR)

INFORMAL
ADMONITION

(NOT DISCIPLINE)
DETERMINATION OF
MINOR ETHICAL

VIOLATION
PRIVATE REPRIMAND
(CONFIDENTIAL)

PUBLIC REPRIMAND
(IMPOSED BY CPR ARE
PUBLIC INFORMATION)

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL



INTAKE
SCREENING

NO FILE OPENED,
COMPLAINANT
NOTIFIED.

(CAN BE REVIEWED
BY CHIEF

DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL

INFORMAL
RESOLUTION
PROGRAM

IN-HOUSE

REGIONAL
DISCIPLINARY
COMMITTEE

(LAWYER & NON-LAWYER)
4 ACTIVE COMMITTEES

INVESTIGATION

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

INFORMATION
(FORMAL
CHARGES)

ADMONITION+
ACCEPTED

(IF REJECTED,
INFORMATION

FILED)

(NO VIOLATION)

COMPLAINANT MAY
SEEK REVIEW BY

ADVISORY
COMMITTEE WHICH
CLOSES OR SENDS

FOR FURTHER

HEARING BEFORE DISCIPLINARY
HEARING PANEL: 2 LAWYERS

1 LAY MEMBER

RECOMMENDATION OF
DISCIPLINE:

CONCURRENCE* OR NON-
CONCURRENCE BY PARTIES

APPEAL TO THE SUPREME COURT
OF MISSOURI

CONCURRENCE OR
NON-CONCURRENCE
BY SUPREME COURT

DISMISSAL
ADMONITION

PUBLIC REPRIMAND
PROBATION
SUSPENSION
DISBARMENT

*DISCIPLINE BECOMES PUBLIC

+ADMONITION IS AVAILABLE
TO THE PUBLIC FOR THREE

YEARS FROM THE DATE
OF ACCEPTANCE

DIVERSIONMISSOURI

CHIEF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL
5 STAFF ATTORNEYS

3 PARALEGAL
11 PART-TIME ATTORNEYS

(SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVES)
27,511 ATTORNEYS IN GOOD STANDING

2,500 COMPLAINTS RECEIVED

ADVISORY COMMITTEE
VOLUNTEERS APPOINTED BY SUPREME COURT

9 LAWYERS & 3 NON-LAWYERS
1 LEGAL ETHICS COUNSEL (ALSO COUNSEL TO LEGAL ETHICS COMMITTEE)



OPEN FILE

REFER COMPLAINT
& RESPONSE TO
COMMISSION ON

PRACTICE

DISMISS

DISMISS WITH WRITTEN
ADMONITION BY
COMMISSION ON
DISCIPLINE

DISMISS WITH ORAL
ADMONITION BY
COMMISSION ON
DISCIPLINE

PROBATION

FILE FORMAL
COMPLAINT WITH
SUPREME COURT
(CLEAR AND
CONVICING
EVIDENCE)

FORMAL
HEARING

COMMITTEE ON
DISCIPLINE

SUPREME COURT

CENSURE
SUSPENSION
DISBARMENT
RESTITUTION

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

MONTANA

BAR COUNSEL
2,654 IN-STATE ACTIVE ATTORNEYS

250-500 COMPLAINTS

COMPLAINT DISMISS



NEBRASKA

GRIEVANCE
LETTER GRIEVANCE

RULE 9(c):

GRIEVANCE
LETTER
APPEARS

FRIVOLOUS

DISMISSAL

APPEAL

DISCIPLINARY
REVIEW BOARD
(7 ATTORNEYS

3 NON-
ATTORNEYS)

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

FILING
OF

COMPLAINT

COMMITTEES ON
INQUIRY (6)

(2/3 ATTORNEY,
1/3 NON-
ATTORNEY
MEMBERS)

PAPER RECORD
ONLY

PRIVATE
REPRIMAND

FORMAL
CHARGES

TRIAL
REFEREE

(COURT-APPOINTED)

CLEAR & CONVINCING
EVIDENCE

SUPREME COURT
OF NEBRASKA
(7 JUDGES)

DISBAR
SUSPEND
CENSURE
PUBLIC

REPRIMAND

3 BAR COUNSEL
8,739 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED
451 DISMISSALS PURSUANT

TO RULE 9(c)
(192 OF THESE DISMISSALS AFTER

PRELIMINARY INQUIRY)
597 GRIEVANCE LETTERS RECEIVED

146 GRIEVANCES NOT DISMISSED UNDER RULE 9(C)



NEVADA

INTAKE
(WRITTEN OR

OTHER SOURCE)

SUPREME COURT OF
NEVADA

7 MEMBERS

DISABILITY;
DISBARMENT;
SUSPENSION;

CONTESTED PUBLIC
REPRIMAND;

FINES & COSTS

DISCIPLINARY BOARD
SCREENING PANEL

(2 ATTORNEYS & 1
LAY MEMBER)

MINIMUM 40
ATTORNEYS & 20 LAY
MEMBERS ON BOARD

OPEN A
GRIEVANCE

FILE

DISMISSAL

DISMISSAL
APPROVED BY

SCREENING PANEL

LETTER OF
COUNSELING,
APPROVED BY

SCREENING PANEL,
ISSUED BY BAR

COUNSEL,
DISMISSAL "BETTER

PRACTICE"

FORMAL COMPLAINT,
APPROVED BY

SCREENING PANEL,
FILED BY

BAR COUNSEL

PRIVATE REPRIMAND
ISSUED BY

SCREENING PANEL
(CAN INCLUDE

UP TO $500 FINE)

APPEAL OF PRIVATE
REPRIMAND

(ATTORNEY CHOOSES
INFORMAL OR

FORMAL HEARING)

FORMAL HEARING
5 MEMBER PANEL
(ALL OPTIONS
AVAILABLE)

INFORMAL HEARING
3 MEMBER PANEL
UPHOLD PRIVATE

OR LESSER

FORMAL HEARING

5 MEMBERS OF
DISCIPLINARY PANEL

(3 IF CONDITIONAL
GUILTY PLEA)

4 ATTORNEY MEMBERS
1 LAY MEMBER

CLEAR & CONVINCING

FINDINGS &
RECOMMENDATIONS

ALL OPTIONS
AVAILABLE

AUTOMATIC APPEAL
TO SUPREME COURT

OF CONTESTED
PUBLIC,

SUSPENSION OR
DISBARMENT

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

BAR COUNSEL
3 ASSISTANT BAR COUNSEL

3 INVESTIGATORS/PARALEGALS
6,315 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED

1,175 COMPLAINTS



NEW HAMPSHIRESHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

INTAKE

LETTER OF
COMPLAINT

DIVERSION

FORMAL NOTICE
OF CHARGES

HEARING PANEL
OF 3-5
MEMBERS

REPORT TO FULL
COMMITTEE

PROFESSIONAL
CONDUCT

COMMITTEE

12 MEMBERS
(8 LAWYERS, 4
PUBLIC MEMBERS)

MAY IMPOSE:
REPRIMAND;

PUBLIC CENSURE;
SUSPENSION NOT
TO EXCEED 6 MOS.

OR PETITION
SUPREME COURT
FOR LONG-TERM
SUSPENSION/
DISBARMENT

APPEAL

SUPREME COURT
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

DE NOVO

PUBLIC CENSURE
SUSPENSION
DISBARMENT

COMPLAINT
SCREENING
COMMITTEE

9 VOLUNTEER
MEMBERS

(5 LAWYER, 4
PUBLIC MEMBERS)

DISMISS

NO MISCONDUCT

WITH OR WITHOUT
WARNING

DOCKET
FOR

INVESTIGATION

NOT
DOCKETED

DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL
1 SECRETARY

4,139 ACTIVE ATTORNEYS
191 COMPLAINTS RECEIVED
108 COMPLAINTS DOCKETED



NEW JERSEY

INTAKE
WRITTEN,

OTHER SOURCES

DOCKET
GRIEVIANCE

IF FACTS TRUE
WOULD 

CONSTITUTE 
A VIOLATION

GENERAL
CORRESPONDENCE

RIGHT OF
APPEAL

OFFICE OF
ATTORNEY
ETHICS

DISTRICT
ETHICS

COMMITTEE

17 COMMITTEES
17-24 MEMBERS

OF WHICH
3-5 LAY
PERSONS

DISMISS

ETHICS COUNSEL
OR CHAIR OF
DISTRICT
COMMITTEE

FORMAL
COMPLAINT

DIRECTOR, OAE
COUNSEL,

OR DEC CHAIR
PUBLIC WHEN
COMPLAINT
FILED AND
SERVED

DIVERSION

IF "MINOR"
MISCONDUCT

DISCIPLINE
BY CONSENT

IF APPROVED BY
REVIEW BOARD
AND CONFIRMED

BY 
SUPREME COURT

HEARING

PANEL OF DISTRICT
ETHICS COMMITTEE

2 ATTORNEYS
1 LAY PERSON

OR SPECIAL ETHICS
MASTER

------180 DAYS------
CLEAR AND CONVINCING

EVIDENCE
RECOMMEND:
DISMISS

SOME FORM OF
DISCIPLINE

APPEAL

DISCIPLINARY
REVIEW BOARD
9 MEMBERS
6 ATTORNEYS
3 LAY PERSONS

de novo review on
the written record
IMPOSE:ADMONITION
(where recommended

by Committee)
Determine level of
discipline in all
other matters.

Recommend
disbarment.

SUPREME COURT
OF NEW JERSEY

7 MEMBERS

De novo review on
the written record.

Hear recommendations
for disbarment.

Court issues orders
confirming or 
altering Board's

decision in balance
of cases.

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

DIRECTOR
FIRST ASSISTANT ETHICS COUNSEL

DEPUTY ETHICS COUNSEL
10 STAFF ATORNEYS

21 DISCIPLINARY INVESTIGATORS / AUDITORS
4 RANDOM AUDITORS

2 LAW CLERKS
77,145 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED
1,703 DOCKETED GRIEVANCES

500 DISTRICT ETHICS COMMITTEE VOLUNTEER ATTORNEYS
AND PUBLIC MEMBERS

INVESTIGATION

STANDARD CASES 180
DAYS COMPLEX CASES

270 DAYS



NEW MEXICO

DOCKET

STAFF DISMISSAL
IF DOESN'T

MEET STANDARDS

SPECIFICATION
OF CHARGES

HEARING

HEARING COMMITTEE
3 MEMBERS

2 ATTORNEYS
1 LAY PERSON

PREPONDERANCE

FRAUD - CLEAR AND
CONVINCING

30 DAYS FOR REPORT
FROM FILING OF

BRIEFS

APPEAL

PANEL OF
DISCIPLINARY BOARD

3 MEMBERS
12 MEMBER BOARD
10 ATTORNEYS
2 LAY PEOPLE

- FORMAL REPRIMAND
- INFORMAL
ADMONITION
- COSTS

- RESTITUTION
30 DAYS FROM FI-
LING BRIEF OR AR-
GUMENT (WHICHEVER)

IS LAST

SUPREME COURT
OF

NEW MEXICO

5 JUDGES

- DISBAR
- SUSPEND

- PROBATION
- PUBLIC CENSURE

- COSTS
RESTITUTION

DISMISSAL
WITH OR WITHOUT
LETTER OF CAUTION

APPROVED BY 
HEARING OFFICER

INFORMAL
ADMONITION

APPROVED BY
HEARING OFFICER

REJECT

INTAKE

WRITTEN,
OTHER SOURCES

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

6
MONTH

CHIEF
DEPUTY

3 DEPUTY BAR COUNSEL
5,900 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED

526 COMPLAINTS



NEW YORK
FIRST JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT

OPEN TO
INVESTIGATION

INTAKE
WRITTEN/ORAL

BY
COMPLAINANT

OR SUA SPONTE

REVIEW BY
HEARING PANEL

REPORT ON
LIABILITY

AND SANCTION

CHIEF COUNSEL
21 STAFF ATTORNEYS
4 INVESTIGATORS
1 ACCOUNTANT

76,700 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED
3,600 COMPLAINTS

FORMAL CHARGES

APPROVED BY
POLICY

COMMITTEE

FORMAL
HEARING

HEARING
REFERREE

PREPONDERANCE
OF THE
EVIDENCE

DISMISSAL;
APPEAL
PRIVATE
REPRIMAND

APPEAL

APPELLATE
DIVISION

DE NOVO
REVIEW

DISBARMENT,
SUSPENSION,

PUBLIC
CENSURE,
PRIVATE

REPRIMAND,
RESTITUTION

APPEAL

NEW YORK
COURT OF
APPEALS

DISMISSAL

APPROVED BY
COMMITTEE
MEMBER

RECONSIDERATION

ADMONITION

APPROVED BY
COMMITTEE
MEMBER OR

MODIFIED BY
POLICY 

COMMITTEE

REJECTION

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

REJECT IN
PROCESSING



NEW YORK
SECOND JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT

DOCKET

GRIEVANCE
COMMITTEE

INTAKE
WRITTEN

OTHER SOURCES

COMMITTEE
AUTHORIZES

STAFF COUNSEL
TO PRESENT
MATTER TO
APPELLATE

DIVISION FOR
DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS

FORMAL CHARGES

HEARING
BY SPECIAL REFEREE
APOINTED BY APPE-
LLATE DIVISION TO
"HEAR AND REPORT"
TO COURT WHETHER
EACH CHARGE WAS

SUSTAINED

15 JUSTICES OF THE
APPELLATE DIVISION

DECIDE MATTER

REFER BACK TO
GRIEVANCE COMMI-
TTEE FOR DISPOSI-

TION
PUBLIC CENSURE

SUSPENSION
DISBARMENT

APPEAL
(FOR REARGUMENT)

(FOR LEAVE)

NEW YORK
COURT OF APPEALS

PUBLIC WHEN
COURT ISSUES

FINAL DISCIPLINE

LETTER OF
CAUTION

DISMISSED

REJECTED

LETTER OF
ADMONITION

COMMITTEE
AUTHORIZES

STAFF COUNSEL
TO CONDUCT

SUBCOMMITTEE
HEARING BEFORE
3 MEMBER PANEL

SUBCOMMITTEE
REPORTS TO FULL

COMMITTEE

DISMISSAL
LETTER OF CAUTION
PRIVATE REPRIMAND
REFER TO APPELLATE

DIVISION FOR
DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDING

CHIEF COUNSEL
DEPUTY CHIEF COUNSEL

APPROX. 10 STAFF ATTORNEYS
2 INVESTIGATORS

1 PARALEGAL
APPROX. 2,700 COMPLAINTS

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL



DOCKET A FORMAL
COMPLAINT

PETITION OF
CHARGES

DISMISSAL

ORAL OR LETTER OF
ADMONITION

LETTER OF CAUTION

LETTER OF
EDUCATION

HEARING

REFEREE APPOINTED
BY APPELLATE

DIVISION TO HEAR
AND REPORT

APPELLATE DIVISION
THIRD DEPARTMENT
MOTION TO CONFIRM

DISBARMENT
SUSPENSION
CENSURE

DISMISSAL

6 STAFF ATTORNEYS
2 INVESTIGATORS
7 SUPPORT STAFF
1,600 COMPLAINTS

NEW YORK
THIRD JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

PUBLIC WHEN COURT
ISSUES FINAL DISCIPLINE

APPEAL

NEW YORK
COURT OF
APPEALS



ESTABLISH
A GRIEVANCE

FILE ON
EVERYTHING
IN WRITING
MUST HAVE 

PERMISION OF
CHAIRMAN TO
OPEN FILE

IF NO GRIE-
VANCE FILED

N. C. STATE
BAR OFFICE
OF COUNSEL

\/
INVESTIGATION

\/
STAFF ATTORNEY

\/
CHAIR

GRIEVANCE
COMMITTEE

LOCAL
GRIEVANCE
COMMITTEE

INVESTIGATION
ONLY

DISMISSAL
APPROVED BY CHAIR
& 1 COMMITTEE MEM
BER IF INVESTIGA-
TION OR CHAIR &
STAFF ATTORNEY IF

NO MERIT

DISMISSAL
WITH LETTER
OF CAUTION

OR DISMISSAL
WITH LETTER
OF WARNING
APPROVED BY
GRIEVANCE
COMMITTEE

APPEAL

NORTH CAROLINA
COURT OF
APPEALS

9 JUDGES

FOR ERROR ONLY

APPEAL

NORTH CAROLINA
SUPREME COURT

ERROR ONLY

FORMAL HEARING

HEARING
COMMITTEE

3 MEMBERS: 2 ATTOR-
NEYS, 1 LAY PERSON

FROM DISCIPLINARY
HEARING COMMISSION

20 MEMBERS

CLEAR, COGENT AND
CONVINCING

ISSUE FINAL ORDER:
CAUTION; WARN; ADMO-
NITION; REPRIMAND;
CENSURE; SUSPENSION
(DEFINITE PERIOD OF
TIME NOT TO EXCEED 5
YEARS; ALL OR PART
OF SUSPENSION MAY BE
STAYED); DISBARMENT

NORTH CAROLINAINTAKE
(WRITTEN
OTHER

SOURCES)

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

COMPLAINT
PROBABLE CAUSE

FOUND AT PRELIMI-
NARY HEARING BY

GRIEVANCE
COMMITTEE

ADMONITION
PROBABLE CAUSE

FOUND AT PRELIMI-
NARY HEARING BY
GRIEVANCE COMMI-
TTEE (24 MEMBERS)

REJECT

REPRIMAND

SAME AS PRIVATE
REPRIMAND

PROBABLE CAUSE

REJECT

PUBLIC
CENSURE

SAME AS PRIVATE
REPRIMAND

PROBABLE CAUSE

REJECT

7 ATTORNEYS
7 INVESTIGATORS
3 ADMIN STAFF

14,300 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED
1,581 COMPLAINTS



NORTH DAKOTA

OPEN FILE
ON MOTION OF

INQUIRY
COMMITTEE

2 MEMBERS OF
COMMITTEE

(9 MEMBERS - 
6 ATTORNEYS,
3 LAY PEOPLE)

INTAKE

WRITTEN, 
OTHER SOURCES

SUMMARY
DISMISSAL

WITH
CONCURRENCE OF

INQUIRY
COMMITTEE

60 DAYS
INFORMAL

INVESTIGATION
PERIOD

INTERNAL

- DISMISSAL
- ADMONITION
- CONSENT TO
PROBATION

APPROVED BY
INQUIRY

COMMITTEE

HEARING

HEARING PANEL

3 MEMBERS
2 ATTORNEYS
1 LAY PERSON

CLEAR AND
CONVINCING

REPRIMAND BY
HEARING PANEL

REVIEW

DISCIPLINARY
BOARD

10 MEMBERS
7 ATTORNEYS
3 LAY PEOPLE

REVIEW

NORTH DAKOTA
SUPREME COURT

5 JUDGES

- DISBAR
- SUSPEND
- PUBLIC
REPRIMAND

FORMAL

PETITION FOR
DISCIPLINE

APPROVED BY
DIRECTION OF

INQUIRY
COMMITTEE

REVIEW

NORTH DAKOTA
SUPREME COURT

5 JUDGES

- ARBITRARY
- CAPRICIOUS
- ABUSE OF
DISCRETION

BAR COUNSEL
ASSISTANT BAR COUNSEL

1,750 ADMITTED
200 COMPLAINTS

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL



OHIO
INTAKE

ALL SOURCES

NOT
ACCEPTED

NO 
JURISDICTION

OPEN A FILE

PRESENT
SUFFICIENT
INFORMATION
TO RAISE
A QUESTION

OF MISCONDUCT
60 DAY FOR IN-
VESTIGATION W/
EXTENSION WHEN

NECESSARY

CERTIFIED
GRIEVIANCE
COMMITTEE

DISCIPLINARY
COUNSEL

DISMISSAL

COMPLAINANT
CAN APPEAL
TO THE

DISCIPLINARY
COUNSEL

FORMAL
COMPLAINT

3 MEMBERS FROM
BOARD OF

COMMISSION
(28 MEMBERS)

PROBABLE CAUSE

HEARING

PANEL OF 3
COMMISSIONERS

3 MEMBERS OF BOARD
OF COMMISSIONERS

CLEAR AND
CONVINCING

PANEL MAKES
RECOMENDATION
TO FULL BOARD

FULL BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS

(28 MEMBERS)

4 LAY PEOPLE,
JUDGES AND
ATTORNEYS

APPEAL

SUPREME COURT
OF OHIO

7 JUDGES

- permanent
disbarment

- indefinite
suspension
- definite
suspension
- public
reprimand

- probation

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

8 ATTORNEYS
3 INVESTIGATORS
2 PARALEGALS

9 SUPPORT STAFF
39,500 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED

3,144 GRIEVANCES
40 FORMAL COMPLAINTS

INVESTIGATION



OPEN DOCKETED CASE
IF TRUE VIOLATION

OF RULES OF
PROFESSIONAL

CONDUCT

INFORMAL
COMPLAINT

DISMISSAL

APPROVED BY
PROFESSIONAL
RESPONSIBILITY

COMMISSION
(5 ATTORNEYS

& 2 NON-LAWYERS)

COMPLAINT

PRIVATE REPRIMAND
REJECT

INFORMAL
ADMONITION

NOT DISCIPLINE

HEARING

3-PERSON PANEL
(2 ATTORNEYS &
1 LAY PERSON)

CLEAR & CONVINCING
EVIDENCE

PROFESSIONAL
RESPONSIBILITY

TRIBUNAL

DISMISSAL

OKLAHOMA SUPREME
COURT

(9 JUDGES)

DISBARMENT
SUSPENSION

PRIVATE REPRIMAND
PUBLIC CENSURE

DISMISSAL

BAR COUNSEL
4 ASSISTANT BAR COUNSEL

4 INVESTIGATORS
1 SUMMER LAW CLERK

15,269 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED
1,648 COMPLAINTS

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

OKLAHOMA



ONTARIO

NEW
COMPLAINT

FILE FORMAL
COMPLAINT

DISMISS

INFORMAL
RESOLUTION

BETWEEN CLIENT
AND LAWYER

LAW SOCIETY
INVESTIGATES
COMPLAINT

PROCEEDINGS
AUTHORIZATION

COMMITTEE
DETERMINES WHETHER
CASE PROCEEDS TO

DISCIPLINE HEARING

PANEL
HEARS
CASE

LAWYER
DISCIPLINED

OR CASE
DISMISSED

DISCIPLINE COUNSEL
7,470 COMPLAINTS

840 INVESTIGATIONS

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL



INQUIRIES &
COMPLAINTS

CREDIBLE
EVIDENCE
STANDARD

ALL MATTERS
PUBLIC

DISCIPLINARY
COUNSEL

DISMISSAL

(COMPLAINANT
MAY APPEAL TO

GENERAL COUNSEL)

RESOLVED BY
CLIENT

ASSISTANCE
OFFICE

STATE
PROFESSIONAL

RESPONSIBILITY
BOARD

(7 ATTORNEYS,
2 LAY MEMBERS)

PROBABLE CAUSE
STANDARD

DISMISSAL

(COMPLAINANT
MAY REQUEST
REVIEW) 

PROFESSIONAL
RESPONSIBILITY

COMMITTEE
INVESTIGATION
( )

DISMISSAL

DIVERSION

(BACK TO PRB
IF REJECTED)

PROSECUTION

DISCIPLINARY
BOARD TRIAL

PANEL
(2 ATTORNEYS,
1 LAY MEMBER)

CLEAR &
CONVINCING
STANDARD

LETTER OF
ADMONITION

(PROSECUTE IF
REJECTED)

OREGON SUPREME
COURT

(7 JUDGES)

NO AUTOMATIC
APPEAL,
RIGHT OF

APPEAL ONLY

7 DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL ATTORNEYS
5 GENERAL COUNSEL ATTORNEYS

1 IN-HOUSE INVESTIGATOR
15,800 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED

1,900 COMPLAINTS OR INQUIRIES

OREGON



PENNSYLVANIA

COMPLAINT

OPEN A FILE

INTAKE
WRITTEN,

OTHER SOURCES
BAR COUNSEL
ON DISTRICT
LEVEL MAY
OPEN FILE

REVIEW IF
NO ACTION
W/IN 60
DAYS

PETITION
FOR DISCIPLINE

APPOINT
REVIEWING
MEMBER

HEARING

HEARING
COMMITTEE

3 ATTORNEYS OR
SPECIAL MASTER

PREPONDERANCE OF
THE EVIDENCE
THAT IS CLEAR
AND CONVINCING

BOARD REVIEW

DISCIPLINARY
BOARD

(DE NOVO)

16 MEMBERS:
14 ATTORNEYS
2 LAY PERSONS

-INFORMAL
ADMONITION
-PRIVATE

REPRIMAND (IN
PERSON AT BOARD)

SUPREME COURT
OF PENNSYLVANIA

7 MEMBERS

DISBARMENT
SUSPENSION

PUBLIC CENSURE
(IN PERSON AT

COURT)
PROBATION

INFORMAL
ADMONITION

(MUST APPEAR
IN PERSON)
APPOINT

REVIEWING MEM-
BER TO REVIEW
IF DOESN'T

APPEAR THEN PE-
TITION IS FILED

DISMISS

APPOINT
REVIEWING
MEMBER

(HEARING COM-
MITTEE MEMBER)

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

DISMISS
IF

FRIVOLOUS
WITHOUT
APPROVAL

PUBLIC ONLY WHEN
COURT ORDER IS

ENTERED

CHIEF COUNSEL
DEPUTY CHIEF COUNSEL
4 COUNSEL-IN-CHARGE
28 STAFF ATTORNEYS
3 STAFF AUDITORS

7 STAFF INVESTIGATORS
80,620 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED
56,518 ATTORNEYS ACTIVE

5,000 COMPLAINTS



DISCIPLINARY
COUNSEL

PRE-SCREENS
ALL

COMPLAINTS

SUMMARY
DISMISSAL

OF FRIVOLOUS
COMPLAINTS -

COMPLAINANT MAY
REQUEST REVIEW
BY THE DISCI-
PLINARY BOARD

PROSECUTION
OF FORMAL
CHARGES

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

PUBLIC AFTER
FORMAL CHARGES
ARE AUTHORIZED

CHIEF BAR COUNSEL
DEPUTY BAR COUNSEL

2 ASSISTANT BAR COUNSEL
5,000 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED

327 COMPLAINTS

SCREENING

DISCIPLINARY
BOARD

12 MEMBERS:
8 ATTORNEY MEMBERS
4 "PUBLIC" MEMBERS

3 MEMBER
SCREENING
PANEL

ALL BOARD MEMBERS
ON ROTATING BASIS

-DISMISSAL
-ADMONITION

-RECOMMENDATION OF
FULL BOARD LETTER
 OF REPRIMAND

-AUTHORIZATION OF
FORMAL CHARGES

REVIEW OF

RECOMENDATION
OF HEARING

PANEL BY FULL
DISCIPLINARY

BOARD
FORWARD

RECOMENDATION
TO SUPREME

COURT

SUPREME COURT
OF

RHODE ISLAND

5 JUSTICES

-DISMISSAL
-SUSPENSION
-DISBARMENT
-RESTITUTION,

COMMUNITY SERVICE,
PRO BONO,
COUNSELING

HEARING

DISCIPLINARY
BOARD

3 MEMBERS
HEARING PANEL

CLEAR AND
CONVINCING
EVIDENCE

RHODE ISLAND
INTAKE
WRITTEN
COMPLAINT



SASKATCHEWAN

MEDIATION

MATTER
RESOLVED

(FILE CLOSED)

NOT RESOLVED

INTAKE
WRITTEN,

OTHER SOURCES

REVIEW BY
COMPLAINTS
OFFICER

DISMISSAL

APPEAL

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

CHAIR OF
DISCIPLINE

ELECTED BENCHER
WHO MAY APPOINT
AN INVESTIGATION
COMMITTEE OF
MEMBERS OF THE
LAW SOCIETY

(GENERALLY, ELECTED
BENCHERS OR
LAY BENCHERS)

HEARING COMMITTEE

3 BENCHERS

ANY PENALTY EXCEPT
SUSPENSION & 
DISBARMENT

PREPONDERANCE
OF THE EVIDENCE

IN CRIMINAL CASES
ALMOST BEYOND A
REASONABLE DOUBT
(but never the
actual criminal

standard)

CONVOCATION OF
BENCHERS
AS A WHOLE

SUSPENSION

DISBARMENT

ANY OTHER PENALTY

2 CO-DIRECTORS
2 ATTORNEYS

1,378 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED
233 COMPLAINTS



COMPLAINT

DISMISS
OR

REFER TO OTHER
AGENCY

INVESTIGATIVE
PANEL

DISMISS, REFER TO
OTHER AGENCY,

DEFERRED DISCIPLINE
AGREEMENT, PRIVATE

ADMONITION, OR
LETTER OF CAUTION

FORMAL CHARGES

HEARING BY
HEARING PANEL

SUPREME
COURT
OF

SOUTH
CAROLINA

8 ATTORNEYS
5 INVESTIGATORS

11,500 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED
1,400 COMPLAINTS

SOUTH CAROLINA
SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL



SOUTH DAKOTA

2 STAFF ATTORNEYS
2,090 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED

81 COMPLAINTS

SIGNED
COMPLAINT

INVESTIGATION

DETERMINE IF
CAUSE FOR
DISCIPLINE
EXISTS

DISMISSAL

DISCIPLINARY
BOARD

7 MEMBER PANEL

PROCEDURE
SIMILAR TO
COURT TRIALS

RECOMMENDATION
OF SERIOUS
VIOLATION
IS PUBLIC

DISMISSAL
OR PRIVATE
REPRIMAND

IF RESPONDENT OBJECTS TO
DISCIPLINARY BOARD'S

RECOMMENDATION,

SUPREME COURT APPOINTS
CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE AS

REFEREE

REFEREE RECOMMENDS
DISCIPLINARY OUTCOME TO

SUPREME COURT

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

SOUTH DAKOTA
SUPREME COURT
APPROVES FINAL
DISCIPLINE

DISMISSAL



TENNESSEE

DISCIPLINARY
COUNSEL

OPEN A FILE

OPEN UNLESS
FRIVOLOUS

INTAKE

WRITTEN, 
OTHER SOURCES

DISMISS AS
FRIVOLOUS ON

ITS FACE
AND/OR BEYOND
JURISDICTION

DISMISSAL

HEARING OFFICER
OR BOARD
APPROVAL

HEARING

3 HEARING
OFFICERS-
ATTORNEYS

PREPONDERANCE
OF THE EVIDENCE

RECOMMEND
DISCIPLINE

REVIEW

CIRCUIT COURT
CHANCERY COURT

JUDGE (DE NOVO)
WITH PRESUM-

PTION OF
CORRECTNESS

RECOMMEND
DISCIPLINE

APPEAL

TENNESSE
SUPREME COURT

5 JUDGES

DISBARMENT
SUSPENSION

PUBLIC CENSURE
PRIVATE

REPRIMAND

PETITION FOR
DISCIPLINE

BOARD
APPROVAL

PRIVATE
ADMONITION

BY
DISCIPLINARY
COUNSEL WITH
APPROVAL OF A
HEARING COMMI-
TTEE MEMBER

REJECT

INFORMAL PRI-
VATE REPRIMAND
PUBLIC CENSURE

BY
BOARD OF

PROFESSIONAL
RESPONSIBILITY

REJECT

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

PUBLIC BEFORE
IF RESPONDENT
HAS WAIVED

CONFIDENTIALITY

DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL
9 ATTORNEYS

20,500 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED
1,247 COMPLAINTS



WRITTEN
GRIEVANCE
FILED WITH

CHIEF
DISCIPLINARY

COUNSEL

CHIEF
DISCIPLINARY

COUNSEL
CLASSIFIES

AS A
COMPLAINT

CHIEF
DISCIPLINARY

COUNSEL
CLASSIFIES

AS AN
INQUIRY

DISMISSAL

REFER TO
CLIENT
ATTORNEY
ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM

COMPLAINANT
HAS RIGHT
OF APPEAL

APPEAL

BOARD OF
DISCIPLINARY

APPEALS

AFFIRM
DISMISSAL
OR REVERSE
AND CLASSIFY
AS COMPLAINT

CHIEF
DISCIPLINARY

COUNSEL
PERFORMS
JUST CAUSE

INVESTIGATION

NO JUST
CAUSE

PRESENT
TO SUMMARY
DISPOSITION

PANEL

DISMISS

REFER TO
CLIENT
ATTORNEY
ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM

PANEL
DOES NOT
DISMISS

JUST CAUSE
FOUND

COMMISSION
FOR LAWYER
DISCIPLINE
BECOMES
CLIENT

EVIDENTIARY
PANEL HEARING

RESPONDENT
ELECTS OR 
DEFAULTS TO
EVIDENTIARY
PROCESS

DISMISS;
ENTER SANCTION

RESPONDENT
ELECTS DISTRICT
COURT TRIAL

SUPREME COURT
APPOINTS
JUDGE

DISMISS;
ENTER SANCTION

APPEAL TO
COURT OF
APPEALS

APPEAL TO
BOARD OF

DISCIPLINARY
APPEALS

APPEAL TO
SUPREME
COURT

25 STAFF ATTORNEYS
26 MEMBERS OF LEGAL STAFF
76,900 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED

8,404 COMPLAINTS

TEXAS SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL



COMPLAINT

INVESTIGATION

SUMMARY
DISMISSAL

NOTICE OF
INFORMAL
COMPLAINT

STANDARD
DISMISSAL

SCREENING PANEL
HEARING

DISMISS

INFORMAL PRIVATE
DISCIPLINE-REJECT

PUBLIC
DISCIPLINE
(REPRIMAND)

FORMAL
CHARGES

BENCH
TRIAL

FORMAL APPEAL
UTAH SUPREME

COURT
SENIOR COUNSEL
DEPUTY COUNSEL

4 ASSISTANT BAR COUNSEL
8,384 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED

888 COMPLAINTS

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

UTAH



COMPLAINT

DISMISSAL

(COMPLAINANT
MAY APPEAL
TO BOARD
CHAIR

WITHIN 60
DAYS)

FORMAL
INVESTIGATION

DISMISSAL
(NO APPEAL)

REFER TO
ASSISTANCE
PANEL FOR

NON-
DISCIPLINARY
RESOLUTION

HEARING PANEL
2 LAWYERS

1 NON-LAWYER

PROBABLE
CAUSE

EX PARTE,
RESPONDENT

DOES NOT TAKE
PART

DISMISSAL
(NO APPEAL)

PETITION OF
MISCONDUCT

STIPULATION
TO MISCONDUCT

HEARING PANEL
DECISION

-ADMONITION
-PUBLIC REPRIMAND

-SUSPENSION
-DISBARMENT

EITHER PARTY MAY
APPEAL OR VERMONT
SUPREME COURT MAY
ORDER REVIEW ON

COURT'S OWN
MOTION

VERMONT
SUPREME
COURT

DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL
DEPUTY DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL

NO INVESTIGATOR
268 COMPLAINTS

VERMONT



COMPLAINT

OPEN FILE

DECLINE OR
DISCUSS WITH
ATTORNEY

INVESTIGATION
BY BAR COUNSEL

STAFF

DISMISS

REFER TO SUB-
COMMITTEE OF
DISTRICT COURT
(2 ATTORNEYS &
1 LAYPERSON)

DISMISS
REFER TO DISTRICT

COMMITTEE
REFER TO

DISCIPLINARY
BOARD

AGREE TO TERMS
AGREE TO PRIVATE

REPRIMAND
AGREE TO PUBLIC

REPRIMAND

HEARING BY
DISTRICT COMMITTEE
(4 ATTORNEYS &
1 LAYPERSON)

DISMISS
IMPOSE TERMS

PRIVATE REPRIMAND
PUBLIC REPRIMAND

DISCIPLINARY BOARD
(5 PERSON PANEL)

REVOKE LICENSE
SUSPENSION
REPRIMAND
DISMISS

3 JUDGE PANEL
SAME POWERS AS
DISCIPLINARY

BOARD

VIRGINIA SUPREME
COURT

(7 JUDGES)

BAR COUNSEL
DEPUTY BAR COUNSEL
14 STAFF ATTORNEYS
11 INVESTIGATORS

24,528 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED
3,782 COMPLAINTS

VIRGINIASHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL



DISMISSAL
W/O FORMAL
INVESTIGA-

TION
(APPEAL)

REVIEW
COMMITTEE

4 COMMITTEES
2 LAWYERS
1 CITIZEN

INVESTIGATION

REFERRED TO
REVIEW

COMMITTEE

ADMONITION

REJECTED
(HEARING)

DISMISSAL
WITH

ADVISORY
LETTER

DISMISSED
(APPEAL)

APPEAL OR
PETITION FOR

REVIEW

WASHINGTON
SUPREME COURT

APPEAL

DISCIPLINARY
BOARD

10 LAWYERS
4 CITIZENS

(ALL MEMBERS OF
REVIEW COMM.
PLUS CHAIR &

V-CHAIR OF THE 
BOARD)

REVIEWS ALL
DISBARMENT &
SUSPENSION
MATTERS

WASHINGTON STATEINTAKE
WRITTEN

GRIEVANCES
FROM ANY
SOURCE

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

DIVERSION

ORDERED TO
HEARING

DISMISSAL
(APPEAL)

OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL
17 LAWYERS

3 INVESTIGATORS
SUPPORT STAFF

HEARING

VOLUNTEER
"TRIAL JUDGES"

WHO ENTER
FINDINGS

CONCLUSIONS AND
RECOMENDATIONS
TO DISCIPLINARY

BOARD

CAN APPROVE
STIPULATIONS
NOT INVOLVING
SUSPENSION OR
DISBARMENT

CLEAR PREPONDE-
RANCE OF THE

EVIDENCE

DISMISSAL
SANCTION

DIRECT
FURTHER

INVESTIGATION



WEST VIRGINIA

OPEN ALL
SWORN

COMPLAINTS

INTAKE
WRITTEN AND
INITIATED BY
OFFICE OF

DISCIPLINARY
COUNSEL

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

CLOSE WITHOUT
INVESTIGATION
IF COMPLAINT
PATENTLY
UNFOUNDED

STATEMENT
OF CHARGES

APPROVED BY IP

BECOMES PUBLIC
AFTER FILED

WITH
SUPREME COURT

HEARING

3 MEMBER
HEARING PANEL
(2 LAWYERS AND 
1 LAY MEMBER)

RECOMMEND
DISPOSITION

CLOSE AFTER
INVESTIGATION
IF NO EVIDENCE
OF VIOLATION
(COMPLAINANT MAY
APPEAL TO INVEST-
IGATIVE PANEL)

WEST VIRGINIA
SUPREME COURT
OF APPEALS

5 JUDGES; ORAL
ARGUMENT OR BRIEFED
FORMAL DISCIPLINE:
PUBLIC REPRIMAND,
PROBATION, SUPER-

VISION, RESTITUTION
COMMUNITY SERVICE, 
ADMONISHMENT, LIMI-
TATION ON NATURE, 
OR EXTEND OF FUTURE
PRACTICE, ANNULMENT

SUSPENSION, 
DISBARMENT

CLOSURE BY
INVESTIGATIVE
PANEL (IP)

5 LAWYERS AND
2 LAY MEMBERS

NO PROCESS
TO APPEAL

IP
ADMONITION

(NOT FORMAL
DISCIPLINE)

RIGHT OF APPEAL
TO

HEARING PANEL

ALL MATTERS 
BECOME PUBLIC
AFTER THE CASE

IS CLOSED

3 STAFF ATTORNEYS
5,700 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED

663 COMPLAINTS

LAWYER DISCIPLINARY BOARD 
CONSIST OF 19 MEMBERS:

13 LAWYERS AND 6 LAY MEMBERS



CENTRAL INTAKE
EVALUATION OF
GRIEVANCES

DISMISSAL

INSUFFICIENT
INFORMATION TO

SUPPORT ALLEGATION

FORMAL
INVESTIGATION

DISPUTE RESOLVED
OR GRIEVANCE
WITHDRAWN

DIVERSION TO AN
ALTERNATIVE
DISCIPLINE

DISMISSAL

PRESENTED TO
PRELIMINARY REVIEW

COMMITTEE FOR
APPROVAL TO FILE

A PUBLIC
COMPLAINT

DIVERTED TO AN
ALTERNATIVE
DISCIPLINE
PROGRAM

CONSENT PRIVATE
REPRIMAND

CONSENT PUBLIC
REPRIMAND

PROSECUTION

CIVIL COMPLAINT

FULL DUE PROCESS
HEARING

REFEREE APPOINTED
BY CHIEF JUSTICE

SUPREME COURT OF
WISCONSIN

REVOKE (DISBAR),
SUSPENSION,

MEDICAL
SUSPENSION,

PUBLIC REPRIMAND,
CONDITION ON

LICENSE,
REMAND TO BOARD

FOR PRIVATE
REPRIMAND,
DISMISS

SHADED AREAS
CONFIDENTIAL

WISCONSIN

DIRECTOR
2 DEPUTY DIRECTORS
LITIGATION COUNSEL

ASSISTANT LITIGATION COUNSEL
13 INVESTIGATORS

21,500 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED
2225 COMPLAINTS



REFER TO
OTHER

COMMITTEES

OPEN
INVESTIGATION

FILE

CENTRAL
INTAKE

FORMAL
DISCIPLINARY

CHARGES

DISMISSAL BY
BAR COUNSEL
OR BY MOTION

STIPULATED
DISPOSITION

BETWEEN PARTIES

HEARING
BPR

PRIVATE
DISCIPLINE

WYOMING
SUPREME COURT

PUBLIC DISCIPLINE
BY RECOMMENDATION

FROM BPR

1 PART TIME ATTORNEY
2,000 ATTORNEYS ADMITTED

200-300 COMPLAINTS

WYOMING
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