WEST VIRGINIA

Intake verified
written com-
plaint or initiat-
ed by the Office
of Disciplinary
Counsel

v

Close without
investigation
if complaint

patently
unfounded or
barred by Statute
of Limitations.

IV

Close after investi-
gation if insufficient
evidence of viola-
tion. Complain-
ant may appeal to
Investigative Panel.

Closure by Investiga-

tive Panel (5 lawyers

and 2 lay members).
No appeal.

Investigative Panel
Admonition (not
formal discipline).
Attorney has right
of appeal to
Hearing Panel.

Statement of Charges
approved by Inves-
tigative Panel (be-
comes public after
filed with Supreme

Court).

All matters
become pub-
lic after the
case is closed.
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Hearing-
3 member
Hearing Panel

West Virginia
Supreme Court
of Appeals
5 judges; oral argu-
ment or briefed
Formal discipline:
(1) probation;
(2) restitution;
(3) limitation on the
nature or extent of
future practice;
(4) supervised
practice;
(5) community
service;
(6) admonishment;
(7) reprimand;
(8) suspension; or
{9) annulment

(2 lawyers and
I lay member)
recommend
disposition
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Office of Disciplinary Counsel

5 Staff Attorneys

600+ complaints annually
Lawyer Disciplinary Board
22 members (15 lawyers and

LRI

Petition to
Reconsider

.IV

U.S. Supreme

IV

Court of Appeals

9,000 attorneys admitted to West Virginia State Bar

7 lay members)
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